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Screen Porches in Allandale 


Tom Linehan 


am writing this article on my back porch while I keep an 

eye on my BoilerMaker as it heats up the wort for my next 

batch of beer. If the brew gets too hot at this stage of the 
cycle it messes up the chemistry of the wort, which means I 
could end up with five gallons of beer for my nephews 
(they're over 21) instead of for myself. 


If you are considering add- 
ing on a screen porch to your 
house, I recommend it. Our pj 
screen porch is furnished with fy 
a hammock, two comfy chairs, 
a table fot eating, and a pot- 
ting table with a sink. I tell 
you this to give you some 
sense fot the versatility of a 
screen porch. At our house, it 
is a utility room and a place 
fot relaxation. In Allandale, a 
porch is a nice to have, but 
without the screens, you will 
be terrorized by the mosqui- 
tos, especially if you live close 
to the creek like we do. 

We don’t use our porch everyday but 
we do use it a lot. Of course there are a 
few months in the winter when it is too 
cold to go out on the porch and at least 
three months in the summer when it is 
just brutally hot. Overall, we use it about 
seven months out of the year. 

Pardon me if I come across as snooty, 
but the hammock on out porch, a recent 
addition, is perfectly situated along the 
back of the porch with a view into the 
trees. It is a great place to lie down and 


Linehan Screen Porch on Bullard Dr 


read or nap or watch the birds in the 
huge live oak trees we have in our back- 
yard. In addition to spending time on the 
porch, we keep open the door from the 
house into the porch, which creates a 
cross breeze in the house. 

I put a call out to the neighborhood via 
the list-serv to find out who else in the 
neighborhood has a screen porch. The 
idea of writing an article about screen 
porches came ftom a neighbor who has a 
screen porch and whose friend in the 
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HAVE YOU RENEWED 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP? 


The next ANA EC Meeting is 
April 25, 6:30 p.m., at the North- 
west Recreation Center, 2913 
Northland Drive. The meeting is 
open to the public. 
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ANA President's 
Letter 


David Mintz 


A little over a year ago the Allandale 
eighborhood Association (ANA) 


Executive Committee voted to form a 
special committee to study the idea of 
creating a pocket park and nature trail 
along the Shoal Creek Greenbelt. 

'The committee put a tremendous 
amount of effort into this project and 
developed a concept that would create 
low-impact dirt trails using city-owned 
land, including parts of the Northwest 
Recreation Center, the east side of Shoal 
Creek Greenbelt near 2222 and Shoal 
Creek, unused land along the far east side 
of Austin Memorial Park, and the neigh- 
borhood south of Hancock Drive. The 
proposal also includes a goal of removing 
invasive plants, restoring native plants and 
cleaning up trash and debris, including an 
area that has been used as a homeless 
camp. 

Neighbors along Turnabout Lane are 
concerned about the possible unintended 
consequences of having a trail behind 
their homes, while cemetery advocates, 
already troubled by the way the city and 
contractors have maintained the property 
over the years, have been concerned 
about how the cemetery would be 
impacted. 

At the February Executive Committee 
meeting, almost the entire meeting was 
devoted to hearing the park committee’s 
report and concerns about the proposal. 


The A/andale Neighbor is published and dis- 
tributed bimonthly by the ANA. For more 
information call 348-8ADS (237) or email 
allandaleneighbor@gmail. com. 


Your Ad Size One time rate* 


Full Page 
1/2 Page 
1/4 Page 


T2 x 954" 

TES 5 $225 
35/8 x 4⁄2 $116 
Business Card 35/5x 2 $72 
Web Ad 160 x 160 pixels $60 


Full page inserts (one issue) 1 side—$260, 
2 side (same advertiser) —$360, 2 side 
(two advertisers)—$460. We prefer digital 
files, at least 350 dpi (TIFF or PDF are 
best). We can create or alter your ad for a 
nominal charge. For an additional $60 we 
will create an online ad to place on the 
Allandale web site: »w.allandaleneighbor.com 


$320 


* a 10% discount is offered on three or more 
print ads! 


The Executive 
Committee passed 
two resolutions. 
'The first called for 
exploring options 
that would not 
infringe on the 
cemetery. The sec- 
ond stated that 
any action by the 
Allandale Neigh- 
borhood Associa- 
tion on the issue 
would be decided 
at a general membership meeting, 

I don’t know whether a formal park 
and nature trail will ever be developed in 
the area. If the neighborhood association 
ultimately decides to back the full plan or 
some modified version of it, it will need 
city approval and funding, If land at Aus- 
tin Memorial Park is used, it will take 
court action to remove dedication from 
that portion of the land. 

Regardless of the outcome, I hope we 
can work together to clean up this 
neglected area and that all of us will con- 
tinue to advocate that the city properly 
maintain Austin Memorial Park and the 


David Mintz 


surrounding land. 


Want to get more involved in ANA? 

Drop me an email at dmintztx(@yahoo. 
com. Out Nominations Committee for 
next year's Executive Committee is get- 
ting underway. Elections will be at our 
September meeting. We have a monthly 
meeting that generally runs about two 
hours. In addition, all EC members ate 
asked to either chair or work on an asso- 
ciation committee, i.e. Zoning, Member- 
ship, Events, etc. 


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR 
ADVERTISERS 


Sunday School ° Missions * Senior Adult Groups 


Hispanic Ministry * Music Ministry * Youth Groups 
Small Groups ° Mens Groups * Womens Groups 
Community Outreach * Early Childhood Care 
School K-8 © 4 WORSHIP SERVICES WEEKLY 


1500 W. Anderson Lane + Austin 
512-459-1500 


Special Forum on Proposed Traffic city staff, to discuss a possible traffic sig- 25 at the NW Rec Center. Note: The reg- 

Signal nal at the intersection of Burnet and ular Executive Committee meeting that 
'There will be a forum with residents Adams / Shoalmont. The meeting will be evening will start at 7:00 p.m. ** 

from Allandale and Brentwood, as well as from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 


Open Artist Studios in Allandale, April 27 & 28, May 4& 5 


Cathy Savage 


B: Medium's West Austin Studio Tour begins its 2nd annual You can pick up a map at your local library, free of charge, or 
two weekend tour April 27. Established last year, the tour is purchase the WEST catalog and map at Grey Duck Gallery or 
Big Medium's answer to its popular east side tour, or EAST. Women and Their Work—or check out the catalog online by 
Allandale boasts at least two stops on the tour (see ads, directly visiting Aétp:/ / west. bigmedium.org/ catalog. html. % 

below this article). 


PARTICIPATING IN THE WEST AUSTIN STUDIO TOUR 


OPEN STUDIO ig ee ss: WEST AUSTIN STUDIO TOUR 
AP127828 May485 LE- APRIL 27-MAY 5, 2013 


Support your neighborhood artists and makers! 
Allandale participants include: Austin Art Space Gallery & Studios £12 
Laura Latimer with Paula McCullough & Emilio Villarruel #14 
William Cauthern & Janna Sammon #15 - Amanda Yopp with Eric Cannon #16 
Wendy Saha & Melissa Sonzala #19 - plus, many others nearby 


PRISCILLA ROBINSON STUDIOS 11 am-6 pm Saturday-Sunday, both weekends 


2811H k D "ups : s 
akapa apa For complete event details, visit http://west.bigmedium.org 
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512.458.1100 
italian kitchen + wine bar GustoltalianKitchen.com 


LUNCH 
mon-fri 11-4 


HAPPY HOUR 
daily 4-7 


" — beour lunch date 


sun-thur 4-10 
fri-sat 4-10:30 
LUNCH SPECIALS STARTING AT $8.75 
BRUNCH Enjoy one complimentary daily lunch special with the purchase of another. 
sun 10-3 Dine in only Not good with any other offer. Expires 12.3113. 
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* vino * pizza - : pasta + panini + antipasti + birra + espresso „dolce + m 


Help Wanted! 


D: you 
have 
untapped 
talents as 


we need you 


a writer, 

an editor, 

ot a project manager? The Allandale 
Newsletter would love to have your help! 
We're looking for people willing to write 
articles (on an Allandale-related topic like 
habitat, school activities, restaurants or 
other places of interest going up in our 
quickly changing neighborhood) just once 
or on a regular basis. We're also very 
much in need of people who are willing 
to help with the newsletter in an editorial 
capacity, for instance gathering content 
from our neighborhood contributors and 
reviewing articles before they go to copy- 
editing. You don't need any prior expeti- 
ence, just ability and the desire to help 
make out neighborhood newsletter even 
better. Please contact Joi (jer(Q)snikte.nel) 
ot Laura (purerainlaura@aol.com); we would 
love to hear from you! 
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621 West St. ME Ave. 
v.txdpscu.org 


Get Connected: F er | 


512-452-5211 | www 


The ANA Wants Your 
Opinions 


he ANA (Allandale Neighborhood 

Association) Communications team is 
in the midst of strategic planning, look- 
ing ahead to this year and beyond. Our 
area is growing and we'd like to find the 
best ways to stay 
connected with 
you regarding 
key Allandale 
issues and 
events, along 
with understand- 


If you havent yet, 

please take a few 

minutes to fill out a 
short survey on 


me whieh key issues and 
city initiatives "EM 
that affect the communications 


neighborhood 

are most impor- 

tant to you. If you haven't yet, please take 
a few minutes to fill out a short survey 
on issues and communications. This will 
assist us and the Board members greatly 
in understanding our demographics, 
interests, concerns, and best means of 
staying in touch. You can find the survey 
at bttps:/ / www. surveymonkey.com] s/ allan- 
dalesurvey. 


HO} í 


10% OFF. 
ESPRESSO-BASED 
DRINKS 


Allandale Neighbor- 


hood Garage Sale 
Laura Slaughter 


tí p Only used once, nevet 
opened." 

It is always a wondet what you might 
find at a garage sale and what memories 
might be evoked. I remember secing a set 
of toadstool canisters and was instantly 
transported back to my mother's avocado 
green and harvest gold kitchen that I 
knew as a child. Items that some sce as 
junk, antiquated and dull can often stir 
memories long forgotten. I guess that is 
why I not only like to go to garage sales, 
but also to have them. I invariably hear 
stories about how an item reminds them 
of something in their life. I have pur- 
chased a Phyllis Diller cigarette wand, cat 
eye glasses, old fishing gear that reminded 
me of times I went fishing with my 
grandfather and great uncle and their 
friendly competition. My grandfather 
would continually buy the newest and 
best fishing reel or lure, while my great 
uncle always used a cane pole and what 
was left over from breakfast. My uncle's 
catch was always superior, which was a 


Premium coffee, espresso drinks, breakfast sandwiches made to 
oder, blended tappes. smoothies, mutfins & Rockstar bogels 
For lunch: Nothan's 1/4 Ib. 100% beet ho! dogs & chili dogs. 
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Y 


(512) 516-3113 
WOTRODCOFFEETRAILER. COM 


constant thorn in my grandfather's side. I 
see albums from a bygone era featuring 
musicians with outlandish hairstyles that 
were once all the rage. I can’t believe that 
I had actually had a crush on Davy Jones. 

The Allandale Neighborhood Associa- 
tion will be sponsoring its annual garage 
sale on Saturday, May 4, from 8:00 a.m. — 
2:00 p.m. The event will be advertised, a 
google map with the houses having sales 
on a route will be made, and free yard 
signs for ANA members will be provided. 
This is just one of the services that the 
ANA offers to its members. Membership 
is only $15 per year ($7 for seniors), with 
all proceeds going to support neighbor- 
hood activities. 

For any households that have items 
that they would like to purge from their 
home, but don’t have enough for a garage 
sale, an Allandale site at the southeast 
corner of Lamar middle school (across 
from St. John’s) will be set up to drop 
items off. Items will be considered a 
donation to ANA and what doesn’t sell 
will be donated. Likewise, anyone closing 
up their garage sale can bring any unsold 


items to the Allandale site before 2:00 
p.m. From 2:00 until 4:00 everything will 
be half off. All proceeds from that loca- 
tion will go to the neighborhood associa- 
tion. If you are not interested in having a 
garage sale, think about going to visit 
some of the sales ot volunteering to wotk 
at the Allandale site. We would love to 
have some more hands to help. Event 
chairs can be reached at 825-2288 (Laura) 
ot 422-8749 (Marlene). 


“Nothing is ever really lost to us as long as we 
remember it.” — L.M. Montgomery *9 


“Bring the World in” 
by Hosting an 
Exchange Student 


Carolyn Opps 


uilding bridges of understanding 

between cultures is more important 
now than ever. We ate looking for local 
families to step forward to host some 
remarkable teens for the coming school 


year as part of an exchange experience. 
Our community is an ideal environment 
for hosting high school students from 
around the world! 

PAX (Program of Academic Exchange, 
hitp:/ [pax.org/) students were selected to 
participate in the program for their Eng- 
lish skills, academic ability and personali- 
ty. The program provides them with an 
intensive orientation before they come, 
health insurance, and an active local coor- 
dinator who will help the students and 
the community to get the most out of 
the experience. It doesn’t take much to 
host — just providing a place to sleep and 
study and an extra place at the table for a 
new “son” or “daughter.” Everyday activ- 
ities will take on a new meaning when 
you share them with a student who is 
eager to discover the American way of 
life. At the same time, your family will 
learn and grow as you exchange ideas and 
compate lifestyles. Please contact Carolyn 
Opps at 740-1419, or email at caroly- 
nopps@yahoo.com to find out more about 
this terrific opportunity! ** 


ALLANDALE IS WIRED Current Allandale Listserve oo 1190+ (see www.allandaleneighbor.com on how to join) 
Average number of daily visits to the All 


Henderson 
Plumbing 


452-5963 
Licensed plumbing repair 
Clean, personal service 
29 years experience 
Drain cleaning 


452-5963 
Leave message 
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andale web site: 60 


Fernando Kempff, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor 

2137 B West Anderson Lane 

Austin, TX 78757 

512-467-0007 
www.edwardjones.com 


. "SELF STORAGE, 


Storage - Boat & RV Storage - Packing Supplies 


KATHY L. HALL 
Manager 


6400 Burnet Road 
Austin, Texas 78757 


info@burnet-road-storage.com 
www.burnet-road-storage.com 


ph: 512.453.6302 
fax: 512.453.2936 


Edward Jones 


MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 


For professional tax planning 
and return preparation, call 


DONALD R. GREENSPAN 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 


459-1803 


4901 Spicewood Springs Rd 
Suite 200 


greenspancpaaustin.com 


Neighborhood Watch 


Laura DiCarlo 


S my last article in the January 
newsletter, safety committee activity 
has included helping organize a CPR 
training, the start of a walking graffiti 
removal patrol, mote graffiti removal 
around Allandale, and a missed Com- 
mandet's Forum. There have been house 
and cat break-ins to repott as well. 

EMS Fire fighter Hilary Higdon 
trained 44 people at the Take 10 CPR 
class held February 16 at the Northwest 
Recteation Center. 'Thanks to Allandale 
resident Jenny Peterson, who brought the 
idea to the safety committee and orga- 
nized the training, Jenny was going to get 
trained due to her husband's heart condi- 
tion and wanted to bring the program to 
others. It was a big success, and we'd like 
to offer it every year during Valentine's 
Day weckend. Thanks to NW Rec for 
allowing us to use the center for free. 


Graffiti in Allandale continues to be an 
issue, and a few women in the Shoalmont 
neighborhood (the section of Allandale 
west of Shoal Creek and south of Han- 
cock) have taken on graffiti removal on 
foot. Thanks to Kata Carbone, Louisa 
Hoberman, Pat green, and Carol Walker. 

I continue to remove graffiti I see 
throughout Allandale as well. It is amaz- 
ing how much we have, and the sooner 
we report and remove it or get it 
removed the better off our neighborhood 
Is. 

The Austin Police Department has 
divided Austin into a number of sectors 
to facilitate police work. Allandale falls 
into both the Ida Sector and the Baker 
Sector. The Ida Sector Commandet’s 
Forum took place on April 2, but I am 
sorry to teport that I was unable to 
attend. There was to be a presentation 
about WanderID, which is based on 
sophisticated face recognition technology. 
First responders such as police officers 


512-794-9500 


Considering back surgery? 
Are you sure that’s RIGHT for you!?! 


We have helped HUNDRE DS avoid surgery, see if we can help you! Try correcting your symptoms 
naturally, safely, drug free, and cost efficient with 
Chiropractic treatment! 


SPRING SPECIAL 


$35 Exam & Consultation* ty 


Powers Family Wellness Center 
1105 W Anderson Lane Austin, TX 78757 


‘mention this ad forthe special offer EXPIRES END OF HAY 2013 


ww.powerswellness.com 


and EMTs use 
WanderID to 
identify unknown 
individuals and 
connect them 
with their parents 


or categivers in 
minutes. We had 
representatives 
from Allandale who were set to attend 
but the storm that night got in the way. 
We ate hoping there will be a repeat of 
the Wander ID information session at a 
future forum. 

Most of Allandale falls into the Ida 
sector, but the southern region is in 
Baker, and the next Baker Sector Com- 
mander’s Forum will be May 7, 2013 at 
McCallum High School, 5600 Sunshine 
Drive, from 7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. 

As always, please contact me at /bdicar- 
lo@yahoo.com ot 529-1701 if you ate inter- 
ested in becoming a block captain ot 
patrol. Thanks! + 


please 


©) recycle 


Help out a neighbor m Don'tlitter = Donate 
to local charities = Spay or neuter your pets 
m Plant flowers m Volunteer m Use our 
trails and parks m Conserve water m Orga- 
nize Neighborhood Watch program = Drive 

arefully m Have a 
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Construction EE SES | BA TRAN ANA mw Donate household items = Report 
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Bu e Í - nize a safe house on routes to schools m 
— st Report missing street signs 3-1-1 " 


Real Estate Corner 
David Starry 


B= in 1978, while I was finishing an 
undergraduate degree at UT, my fam- 
ily bought a house on Cary Dtive that I 
found with the help of a local realtor. I 
rented it (at a very fair price) with my 
brother, who was also a student at UT. 
'The purchase price for a two bedroom, 
one bath car with a one car garage was 
$55,000! Three years later I graduated, 
got my real estate broker's license, and 
the house on Cary Drive became my first 
listing. We sold it for $69,000 — a modest 
return on our investment. Austin's popu- 
lation at the time was about 331,900. For- 
tunately, I moved back into the Allandale 
neighborhood in 1997, and I still love 
being here. 

Now, as we enter the second quartet of 
2013, many landmarks around the Allan- 
dale atea are much the same — Northwest 
Park hasn't changed much, HEB is still 
here, and the Shoal Creck greenbelt 
remains pristine. However, with popula- 


tion growth and increasing density, Allan- 
dale is growing fast and changing too. 
The City population is now about 
842,750 — an increase of over 153%. For 
the Allandale area, bounded by 45th 
Street to the south, MoPac Boulevard to 
the west, Anderson Lane to the north, 
and Burnet Road to the east, here are the 
residential real estate statistics, derived 
from the Austin Central Texas Realty 
Information Service (out local MLS): 

For the first quarter of 2013, 31 homes 
sold, for an average ptice of $459,767.00. 
The average price per square foot was 
$242.64, and the average number of days 
on the matket was 40. The average sold 
to list price ratio was 99%. Sold prices 
ranged from $288,500 to $740,000. 

Compare these figures to the first quar- 
ter of 2012: 35 homes sold, for an aver- 
age price of $359,259.00, average price 
per squate foot $199.52, and average days 
on matket 57. The average sold to list 
price ratio was 95%. The average price 
has increased by 28.0%, and the average 
price per square foot is up 21.6%. 
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contact allandaleneighbor@gmail.com 


com 
City. cong 


kimshairnctions@gma 
512-669-6589 
https://www.scheduli 


e 
© 
z 
5 
S 
® 
a 
E 
< 


F Stylist/Owner/Operator 


COPELAND 


CONCEPTS 


512.922.4914 


Remodeling & Outdoor Living 


x 


We are located at 5006 Crestmont Dr., 


near Hancock and Burnet Road. 
Please give us a call at 512-419-1898 to 
schedule ali it. 


As of April 11, there were nine homes 
available for sale, representing less than 
30 days of available inventory, and 28 
sales pending. It is definitely a sellers 
market! 

Sorting the area by zip code for the 
first quarter of 2013, the statistics look 
like this: 


78757: 13 Homes Sold; average price, 
$378,169; average price pet sq. ft., 
$216.28; average days on market, 20; aver- 
age list price to sold price ratio, 99% 


78756: 15 Homes Sold; average price, 
$523,606; average price pet sq. ft., 
$262.51; average days on market, 57; aver- 
age list price to sold price ratio, 98% 


78731: 3 Homes Sold; average price, 
$494,166; average price pet sq. ft., 
$257.51; average days on market, 45; aver- 
age list price to sold price ratio, 100% 


Every one of our homes is unique. 
Real estate values are driven by location, 
as well as by the specific style, condition, 
and amenities of each property. For more 
information about the value of your 
home, contact your favorite Allandale 
area realtor. & 


Updates on the Proposed Develop- 
ment on Bull Creek Road 


Joe Reynolds 
T: Allandale neighborhood Association store. 

(ANA) has formed a Special Commit- Allandale formed a com- 
tee to wotk on issues concerning a pro- mittee to address neighbor- 
posed massive development on a vacant hood issues. We have 17 
heritage tract located at Bull Creek Road houses along 45th Street 


and 45th Street. Last June Allandale neigh- backing directly to the tract. 
borhood members were alerted to the like- There were immediate con- 
ly development of this property and began cerns about light, noise, 


cooperating with other concerned neigh- traffic, and loss of a beauti- X 

bors in Rosedale, Ridglea, Oakmont ful heritage ereen space. ae ñ 
Heights, Westminster Manor, and the The tract is a remnant of 45th and Bull Creek tract no trespassing 
Highland Park West / Balcones Area. the Republic of Texas, 

In July, at a House State Affairs Com- | commissioned for a segre- is more likely to sell it or lease it out in the 
mittee oversight hearing, the Texas Facili- gated “deaf & dumb school.” Until the future. There are no graves, but the desig- 
ty Commission (IFC) presented plans for ‘90s it housed a MHMR facility along a nation made development inconvenient. 
development at the Capitol, and on the portion of Bull Creek Rd about 42nd to That was the case until June last year, 
tract at Bull Creek Rd and 45th Street. Jackson Street, the remainder being virgin when the TFC used a newly passed law 
Stratus Development (of the W Hotel) land — meadows of wild flowers and about on Public Private Partnerships (P3) to 
met with the neighbors and disclosed 70 heritage Live Oak trees. The vacant accept “unsolicited proposals" to develop 
preliminary plans for a large HEB, a gas part has remained undeveloped due to the Bull Creek Road property. The TFC 
station, approximately 850 apartments in Bob Bullock having it designated for the administers affairs for the Texas State 
several six-story buildings, a movie the- benefit of the Texas State Cemetery, which Cemetery Committee. 
ater, office towers, retail, and a liquor currently has no plans to use the tract and The neighborhood groups recognized 
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several problems and issues, such as the fact that the new P3 
legislation allowed for no community voice on development and 
allowed much of the state process to be carried out secretly. So 
we began efforts to convince the Legislature to amend the P3 
process. Another issue was approptiate design, so we began 
wotking on design standards to influence how any building 
would be done, and one focused on land utilization. Traffic con- 
cerns was the issue that was most common to the neighbors 
(the intersection of 45th and Bull Creek is extremely congested 
on a regular basis, backing traffic onto MoPac); this was left as a 
"derivative" issue to be addressed through the other efforts. 

The legislative effort is now “in session.” The neighbors 
wotked with the Sunset Commission staff to report on TFC’s 
use of P3s. The Sunset Staff Report identified deficiencies in 
Sections 1-3 of TFC’s P3 processes. Neighbors testified at the 
heatings and submitted documentation of abusive use of the 
law. Senators and Representatives responded. Bills are now in 
heating to alter the P3 law and give transparency to the process; 
the P3s would come under the “Public Information Act" provi- 
sions, would require a public hearing at the site of any project, 
would require a “Public Purpose" for a project, would apply 
local land use regulation, and would restrict possible conflicts of 
interest. The Senate has passed a bill sponsored by Senators 
Watson and Eltife, with no opposition, which will accomplish 
these “good government” goals. The House sponsor for the 
revisions is Rep. John Davis of Houston, who carried the origi- 
nal P3 legislation, and who is committed to the added transpat- 
ency. Any TFC P3 activity is currently delayed until next Sep- 
tember when the Sunset laws will be in effect. 

The Design Standards effort has published guidelines for any 
development. The guidelines would manage light, noise, and 
neighborhood impact. Renowned architects and city designers who 
are neighborhood residents (and UT professors) led the effort. 

The Land Utilization effort has documented the tract, its 
flowers and its trees. A brochure promoting the tract as Open 
Space is just beginning to be compiled. Meetings and discus- 
sions with Austin PARD and Watershed give hope of at least 
part of the vacant tract being acquired and not developed — it 
fits with the PARD master plan goal of extending the Shoal 
Creek Trail northward past 38th Street. Bond money is available. 

You can find news and documents, such as the Design Stan- 
dards, at the Facebook page for the Bull Creek Road Coalition: 
bttp:/ | mm. facebook.com] pages/ Bull-Creek-Road-Coal- 
tion! 427953097262503. % 
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A Sparse Spring for Flowers 
Ginger Soulé 


Su. the few patches of bluebonnets I see along MoPac are 
a mere shadow of how they look in a wetter year. Perhaps 
we'll have one of those again in our lifetime. Ever wonder why 
even a “minute” rain (about 1/100th of an inch, like what we 
saw earlier in March) makes everything look a little greener and 
fresher? There's a reason. In a thunderstorm, the lightening pre- 
cipitates nitrogen from the air. Dissolved in rain, it falls to earth, 
benefitting all plants. A freebie every gardener loves! 


Continued on page 10 
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A Sparse Spring for 


Flowers 
Continued from page 9 


As a totally compulsive gardener, I 
can't resist walking through every nursery 
I can find to see what's available to tempt 
me. I confess to a whole lot of frustra- 
tion when I see some of the offerings at 
big box stotes. Top down management is 
just as prevalent in huge businesses as in 
government. All botany and biology is 
highly specific. Yet the planning in big 
box businesses relies on growing a limited 
number of plants grown in a few loca- 
tions because this is “cost effective," 
though not botanically effective. (Just 
because they will grow where they are 
being propagated doesn't mean they'll 
wotk here). I see way too many plants for 
sale that will not thrive in out CUR- 
RENT central Texas climate. 

Fortunately, the City of Austin and 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service have 
collaborated on a really helpful booklet 
on the best adapted plants, grasses and 


trees for our area. It is titled “Native and 
Adapted Landscape Plants," an earthwise 
guide for Central Texas. All the locally 
owned nurseries oriented to our local 
growing conditions usually have this in 
stock and many give it away free. It is a 
wonderful reference guide with much 
valuable information — essential for those 
who want to update their landscapes with 
more drought tolerant yet attractive 
plants. I hope this information will be 
helpful to anyone planning to “redo” a 
landscape this year. 

I confess to indulging my love of 
spring and fall flowering bulbs as well as 
iris and day lilies. Yet I also have many 
native and adapted shrubs and perennials 
that need virtually no care. They have 
truly been a blessing for their ability to 
soldier on despite difficult summers of 
late, thus allowing me time to indulge and 
enjoy my favorites. And just to tempt 
your interest, in addition to Red Spider 
Lilies (Lycotis) and School House Lilies, 
try planting some rain lilies for fall 
bloom. It is delightful how they just 
spring up and bloom after a rain or gen- 


erous watering in September and Octo- 
ber. Whatever your personal favorites, we 
have a wonderful neighborhood to gar- 
den in. I hope you enjoy it as much as I 
do! 4 


Get Out and Vote in 
the May 11 AISD Bond 
Election 


Karen Moore 


t the February AISD Board Meeting, 

the Board of Trustees approved a 
May bond election to fund improvements 
of the schools in our community. The 
election will be held May 11, 2013, with 
eatly voting April 29, 2013 through May 
7, 2013. 

Proceeds of the bond will be used for 
capital improvements of our schools, not 
their day-to-day operating expenses. 
Evety school in AISD will benefit from 
the bond program, some more than oth- 
ets. Factors include, but are not limited 
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to, current and ptojected population fig- 
ures, program needs, and the condition 
of current facilities. Complete bond 
information along with 
specific information per 
campus may be found at 
the AISD Bond website: 
www.austinisd.org/ bond ot by 
calling 414-BOND (2663). 
The AISD bond program 
was developed over a nine 
month period with the rec- 
ommendations of the Citi- 
zen's Bond Advisory Committee (CBAC). 
The CBAC held over 18 public meetings 
and two public hearings to solicit communi- 
ty input. Many Allandale, Brentwood, Crest- 
view, and Highland Park area neighbors 
attended and / or spoke at these meetings 
to bring improvements to their schools. 
The bond program is divided into four 
propositions, totaling $892.2 million, with 
improvements for specific schools cross- 
ing over into several categories. Per 
AISD, if the four Propositions pass, the 
average taxpayer will pay an additional 
$70 annually for a home worth approxi- 


Gullett, Lamar, and 
McCallum will benefit 
from all four of the 
bond propositions 


mately $200,000 for the duration of the 
bond program. However, homeowners 
over the age of 65 who have an existing, 
approved tax ceiling certifica- 
tion would not see any impact 
on their property tax bill. Per 
the Texas Bond Review 
Board, AISD current debt 
stands at $1.12 billion 
($750,598,879 principal, 
$371,691,350 interest, 
$1,122,290,228 total). Approv- 
al of all four proposals would 
bring AISD’s debt to mote than $2 bil- 
lion. See bztp:/ / austinisd.org/ bondl election- 
information| financial-assumptions for mote 
detailed financial aspects of the bond. 
The Allandale feeder pattern of Gullett 
Elementary, Lamar Middle School, and 
McCallum High School will benefit from 
all four of the bond propositions. All 
schools will receive general maintenance 
and improvements, increases in their secu- 
tity systems, and technology upgrades; 
some will receive sewage, roofing, side- 
walks and / or HVAC updates. Gullett will 
receive expansion of its administrative 


DISCOVER 


` 


no A CREBO 


i». 


offices as well as its library. Lamar will 
receive funds for the renovation of the 
Career and Technology Education labs, 
expansion of the kitchen of its Foods Lab, 
and an addition and renovation of its Fine 
Arts Lab, providing increased teaching 
spaces to accommodate the Fine Arts 
Academy entollment growth. 

Some of the McCallum improvements 
slated will include the construction of a 
new dance facility; renovations to special 
education classtooms, the media technolo- 
gy studio, and the credit recovery lab; a 
classroom / computer lab conversion; and 
an expanded food lab. McCallum will also 
receive athletics improvements including 
new outdoot bleachers, locker room and 
weight room renovations, and running 
track and practice field improvements. 

Thus, it is very important that our 
neighborhood gets out and votes on May 
11. If this is not convenient, early voting 
runs April 29 through May 7. Visit ww». 
traviscountyclerk.org ot 845-4996 for polling 
places as the date approaches; you can 
also visit »mmaustinisd.org/ bond for mote 
information if needed. + 
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Screen Porches in 


Allandale 
Continued from front page 


neighborhood recently added one. Is 
there a trend? According to Devon Bijan- 
sky, one of the neighbors who responded 
to the posting, her designer told her when 
they were designing their house in 2010 
that a screen porch is one of her most 
common remodel jobs. 

In addition to myself and Devon 
Bijansky, three other neighbors provided 
me with information and a photo about 
their screen porches. Like the Bijanskys, 
the Parks have a relatively new house and 
included a screen porch in the initial 
design. The other three screen porch 
owners had their potches added on. 

What follows is information about 
each of the screen porches along with 
photos that these neighbors submitted. 


Molly Parks on Bull Creek Road 


How long have you had your screen 
porch? 

We rebuilt our home in 2010 with the 
screen porch as a main focus in how we 
would utilize living space in our home. 


How big is it? 
Roughly 180 square feet with a vaulted 
ceiling, 


Why did you decide to add a screen 
porch? 

As mentioned before, we had the 
screen porch in mind when we designed 
out space. We oriented the screen porch 
to take advantage of southerly winds. We 
positioned a stair tower on the opposite 
side of the home to draw air through the 
house and out the clerestory windows. 
This effect is called a thermal syphon and 
helps to cool the house naturally on tem- 
perate days. No need for air conditioner 
in the spring and fall! 


What do you use it for? 

Living and entertainment space on 
nice, temperate days. We have a fireplace 
in the screen porch so we can use it all 
year long! 


What type of floor do you have in 
your screen porch: scored concrete, 
wooden deck, tile, other? 

We have a tock-salt concrete floor and 
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ate soon going to be staining and sealing 
it. We have been invited to the Austin 
Cool House Tour so we have a lot of 
"wrap up" projects to complete prior to 
june 2! 


If you had to rebuild it, would you 
do anything different? 

It’s just how we envisioned. I may have 
added a cable outlet so we could watch 
sports, but that's something we can 
always add latet! 


Pam Lawrence on Shoal Creek Bou- 
levard 


How long have you had your screen 
porch? 
Four yeats. 


How big is it? 
Approximately 12 feet by 12 feet. 


Why did you decide to add a screen 
porch? 

To expand living space upstairs (it adds 
a nice touch to the bedroom suite), for 
outdoor privacy, and for something that 
is nice for guests. 


Outside view of Lawrence Screen Porch on Shoal 
Creek 


Parks screen porch on 
Bull Creek 


What do you use it 
for? 

Swinging in the 
hammock, enjoying 
nice weather and 
thunderstorms, read- 
ing, and relaxing. Our 
granddaughter plays 
out there with her 
toys ot uses it for art 
projects. 


What type of floor do you have in 
your screen porch: scored concrete, 
wooden deck, tile, other? 

Slate 


If you had to rebuild it, would you 
do anything different? 

The ceiling fan is too high— we will be 
lowering it. We would have done a better 
job of sealing the floor under the slate 
tile; we ate concerned about how it drains 
because it is on the second floor (It 
doesn’t take on rain but would be nice to 
be able to hose it down now and then). I 
also would have put in a couple more 
electrical outlets. 

We love this porch. It was not cheap 
but it gets a lot of use. 


Devon Bijansky on Greenlawn 


How long have you had your screen 
porch? 
It was built with the house in 2010. 


How big is it? 
Approximately 10 feet by 20 feet. 


Why did you decide to add a 
screen porch? 

The designer we used for the house 
told us that screening in porches is her 
most common remodel job, so we 
decided to screen it in and widen it by 
two feet (it was originally drawn as 
eight by 20 feet). 


What do you use it for? 

It’s on the south side of the house, 
so it’s an oven on summer afternoons, 
but we enjoy having brunch out on the 
porch and even had Thanksgiving din- 


Bijansky screened porch on Greenlawn 


ner on the porch in 2011. We also use it 
for grilling and reading on nice days. 


What type of floor do you have in 
your screen porch: scored concrete, 
wooden deck, tile, other? 

It has a concrete floor that we covered 
in ipe (Brazilian hardwood) tiles. 


If you had to rebuild it, would you 
do anything different? 

Maybe make it wider (in the short 
dimension)? We are generally very happy 
with it. 


Gloria Mata Pennington on Shoal 
Creek Boulevard 


How long have you had your screen 
porch? 
16 years 


How big is it? 
10 feet by 12 feet 


Why did you decide to add a screen 
porch? 

Decided to enclose and screen in our 
deck, add lights and a ceiling fan to mini- 
mize mosquitos and enjoy the area more. 


What do you use it for? 
Sun porch, green house, additional 
space. My dog loves to lie in the sun on 


Enjoy Allandale—get to know 
your neighbors 


the couch out there, I love to 
sit and enjoy the morning 
breeze while I have my cof- 
fee. It can accommodate a 
table for four for dinner out- 
doors. 


What type of floor do you 

have in your screen 

porch: scored concrete, 

wooden deck, tile, other? 
Wooden deck. 


Mata Pennington Screen Porch on Shoal Creek 


If you had to rebuild it, 
would you do anything 
different? 

Maybe add some sort of sliding glass 
windows to keep the rain from blowing 
in. 


'Tom Linehan on Bullard Drive 


How long have you had your screen 
porch? 
Eight years. 


How big is it? 
16 feet by 21 feet 


Why did you decide to add a screen 
porch? 

It is an inexpen- 
sive way of adding 
squate footage. 
Because we can use 
it six of seven 
months out of the 
year, it is like having 
another room. Out 
backyard faces the 
creek and we have a 
lot of mosquitos, so 
it is a way for us to 
enjoy the outdoors 
during the evening 
summer months 
without having to 
wotty about them. 


What do you use 
it for? 

Opening our door 
to the screen porch 


lets us get a draft going in the house, 
which makes it possible to go without the 
air conditioner a little longer in the 
spring. We have a hammock on our porch 
which makes it a nice space for reading 
and relaxing. We also use it for plants and 
brewing beer. 


What type of floor do you have in 
your screen porch: scored concrete, 
wooden deck, tile, other? 

Scored conctete. 


If you had to rebuild it, would you 
do anything different? 
Nothing, we really enjoy it. + 
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Crane Flies 
Wizzie Brown 


C flies can be small 
to latge insects, top- 
ping out at about one inch, 
with long, slender legs and 
a V-shaped suture on the 
thorax. Legs tend to break 
off vety easily, so you may often encoun- 
tet these insects with less than 6 legs (see 
image). Adults are often mistaken fot 


Crane fly 


giant mosquitoes and may frighten some 
people. 

Crane flies are often referred to as 
“mosquito hawks.” The name mosquito 
hawk is usually used to refer to dragon- 
flies, but sometimes is also used to refer 
to a large species of mosquito with a lar- 
val stage that feeds on other mosquito 
species. 

Some people think that crane flies eat 
mosquitoes, but this is untrue. Adult 
crane flies feed on nectar or are non- 
feeding, 

Crane fly larvae ate found in moist soil 
feeding on decaying organic matter. The 
larvae are wormlike and legless without 
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well-developed heads. Some 
species of the larvae feed 
on roots of turfgrass or 
other plants. Crane fly lar- 
vae usually do not cause 
enough damage to be con- 
sidered a pest, but with 
very high populations man- 
agement may be needed. 

In Texas, crane flies can 
become abundant in the spring. While the 
adults may become a nuisance coming 
into homes or disturbing outdoor activi- 
ties, they do not cause damage and do 
not bite. You can keep them out of your 
home by keeping doors and windows 
closed and making sure that screens ate 
in good repair. Either turn off outside 
lights at night or use “bue bulbs" to 
reduce the number of crane flies that are 
drawn near the home because of light 
soutces. 

For more information or help with 
identification, contact Wizzie Brown, 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Setvice 
Program Specialist, at 854-9600. Also 
check out www.urban-ipm. blogspot.com. % 


Chicken Squawk 5: 
The Chicken or the 


Egg? 


Angela Caras 


N ow that we have (finally!) gotten 
through some preliminary issues, it’s 
time to start considering the fun stuff: 
what kind of chickens do you want, 
where will you get them, and how many 
will you have? 

A lot of these questions depend on the 
answet to one other question, which is 
this: what age chickens do you want? You 
can get egg-laying hens, pullets of various 
ages, chicks, and just plain eggs. Each of 
these has its advantages and its disadvan- 
tages, so, without spending too much time 
wondering which should come first, let's 
just start with the egg. 

Hatching eggs, as any grade schooler 
can tell you, is a supet cool science expeti- 
ment, and one that has an awesome pay- 
off at the end. Actually each stage of the 
journey is amazing. I hatched eggs as a 
science experiment in junior high, and I 
remember checking the temperature every 
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Chicken Squawk 5: The Chicken 


or the Egg? 
Continued from page 15 


day, rotating the eggs, candling (so cooll), 
and then those final days when you swore 
you could hear peeping from inside and 
then those fluffy little bundles pecked 
their way out. It’s hard to beat hatching 
your own pets. Additionally, if you 
choose to hatch your own chicks, you will 
have access to probably the widest variety 
of chicken breeds, as eggs are much more 
easily shipped than chicks or, of course, 
grown chickens. This is also the cheapest 
way to buy chickens. 

However, there ate two drawbacks, 
one that is fairly easily surmounted and 
one that is not. The first is that you will 
need hatching equipment, not to mention 
a special cage and a heat lamp. The rea- 
son this is fairly easily surmounted is that 
it shouldn’t be too hard to find someone 
who will lend you theirs, particularly if 
there ate a couple of chicks in it for 
them. The second, however, needs to be 
thoroughly considered: buying eggs, you 


have no control over the 
sex of chicks that hatch. 
Even if you're a gambling 
type, you have to tealize 
that you'te not likely to 
get only female chicks, 
and finding a home for 
cockerels is not that easy. 
Believe me, there isn't 
exactly a long line of 
people perusing Craigslist 
evety day, hoping for 
some chicks that will 
grow up to be roosters. 
The only people who will 
gladly take your cockerels 
(for free, of course) are 
those who intend to eat 
them. If you’ve hatched 
them from eggs it might 
be a little difficult emo- 
tionally to deal with that. 
So what about chicks? 


Allandale neighbor Amelie Ruggero shows off her new chick, 
Maggie 
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Chicks are still super adorable, and they 
can be purchased at vatious ages. What's 
more, chicks usually come “sexed,” mean- 
ing that someone has examined them and 
Is pretty sure that you're only getting 
females (not 100% sure, mind you; maybe 
more like 90%). Additionally, you can 
purchase a pretty wide variety of chicks 
online and have them shipped straight to 
your door. And did I mention that they 
are super adorable? It’s hard not to love 
something that says “peep.” 

There are drawbacks to buying chicks 
too, of course. First, most chicks aren't 
ready to ship before March, but by the 
time March comes it can already be really 
hot in Texas, and the journey will not be 
an easy one for your chicks, no matter 
how many holes are poked in their box. I 
have ordered live plants shipped in March 
several times, and I have finally given up: 
they just don't make it through the rough 
shipping process, not to mention almost 
a whole day in a hot UPS truck. 'This is 
one of the reasons your more reputable 
chicken sellers will often send an extra 
chick in the box. But I can't imagine any- 
thing more distressing than opening a 
box of chicks and finding one or more 
of them dead. 

Additionally, if you want to raise chicks 
you'll need more special equipment: a 
wire cage, a heat lamp (NOT a regular 
light bulb), special chick food, and special 
chick feeding dishes. It's likely that your 
chicks will need to be kept inside for at 
least a few weeks, so your house will soon 
smell like chickens. Also, chicks ate, of 
course, mote physically vulnerable than 
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older chickens and will need more cate. 

So what about pullets? Technically the 
wotd pullet refers to any female chicken 
over a week old that has not started lay- 
ing yet. However, most people use the 
word to refer to a female chicken that has 
started growing her adult feathers. These 
chickens are hardier than chicks, and 
unless the weather is extreme you can put 
them outside (although you might want 
to hold off free-ranging them, as they're 
still quite small and are thus a potential 
meal for many, many animals). And, if 
you'te looking for more exotic chickens, 
you can still find a pretty good variety 
available at the pullet stage. Howevet, 
pullets cost more than eggs or chickens, 
and sometimes almost as much as full- 
grown hens. 

Of course, one drawback to buying 
any young chicken is that it will take a 
while before your chickens start laying. 
Most chickens will start laying when they 
are between five and six months of age. 
If having eggs is yout primary concern, 
you might want to consider hens. In fact, 
we bought our first chickens are full- 
grown hens from Callahans; those girls 
were laying eggs the day after we brought 
them home. Also, even though they were 
raised in distressingly small cages at Calla- 
hans, with little apparent human contact, 
they took to being outside immediately, 
and became supet friendly in no time 


(hint for 
making 
chickens like 
you: 
wotms). 
Also, it's 
hard to mis- 
takenly get a 
rooster 


when you’re 
buying a 
full-grown 
chicken 
(avoid the 
ones that are 


Second grader Raleigh Savage 
holds a chick recently hatched 
at Gullett Elementary 


crowing and you should be fine). Of 
course, one problem with buying hens is 
that if you don't buy them from a reputa- 
ble dealer, it's hard to know exactly how 
old they ate, and therefore what their 
productive life looks like. 

Ultimately, your decision will probably 
boil down to three things: (1) how much 
time and effort you want to invest before 
you start getting eggs, (2) whether you 
want exotic breeds or not, and (3) how 
much you'te willing to risk buying male 
chickens. Oh, and of course there is (4) 
how important cuteness is to you (ot 
your children). It is almost impossible to 
ovetstate how darn cute little chicks are. 
No matter what you decide, I’m sure the 
beginning of your chicken raising expeti- 
ence will be exciting and fun. * 


Allandale Veterinary Clinic 


Paula Baker, DVM 

Kerry Weisz, DVM 

Mary Skiles, DVM 

Rachel Cocchiaro, DVM 


Monday through Friday 
7:30am - 6:00pm 


Saturday 
8:00am - 12:00pm 


X 


First exam is complimentary for pets 
adopted from shelters or rescue groups. 


Military and First Responders receive a 


10% discount on procedures. 


15% off dental procedures if 


recommended during a veterinary exam. 


Spring Special: 10% off a 6-pack flea/ 


heartworm preventative. 
Offer expires 6/30/13. 


Please mention this ad at your next visit. 


6800 Burnet Road, Ste. 1 # Austin, Texas 78757 # (512) 454-6719 
http://www.allandalevetclinic.com 


Fourth of July Parade 


Marlene Meador (with historic background from B.C. and Jackie Allen) 


efore anyone can remember, and well 

before the Allandale Neighborhood 
Association (ANA) was founded, a won- 
derful couple who lived on Bullard decided 
that the capital city of Texas needed a 
Fourth of July parade. And thanks to Rev- 
erend Thomas Lovett and Johnnye Jean 
Lovett the Allandale Neighborhood Parade 
began. It was not until around 1964 that a 
group of neighbors got together in the 
backyard of B.C. and Jackie Allen and the 
beginnings of Allandale Neighborhood 
Association first came to light. These cre- 
ative, civic minded individuals organized to 
work toward a common goal to protect 
the neighborhood from flooding and have 
some fun along the way. Many of the orig- 
inal families of this neighborhood have 
moved away but they have left a legacy of 
memories we all cherish. To them we say a 
heartfelt and long overdue THANK YOU. 

How many of us remember the sound 

of “Big Red” firing up and driving chil- 
dren of all ages around the neighborhood 


before and after the parade? Or who 
hasn't run out to buy red, white and 
blue decorations for our child to deco- 
rate a wagon or tricycle? And as the 
children grow older, I for one find it 
incredible that the only morning in all 
of summer that my teenager got out of 
bed before noon was on July 4 to go 
watch or ride in the parade. There is 
something about the fun, the pride in out 
amazing country, and the chance to visit 
with our neighbors, that brings us all 
together every year to celebrate. 

The ANA parade has grown from a few 
floats and Boy Scout troops to include a 
wonderful array of vintage vehicles, floats, 
and hundreds of individuals marching 
down Bullard to cheers and applause from 
neighbors and friends. 2013 marks the 
10th anniversary of the Blue Santa Toy 
Drive (sponsored by the Hot Potato 
Queens), and it is our hope that we collect 
a trailer full of toys for the underprivileged 
children of Austin. Please bring donations 


of toys to the parade and exchange them 
for a small token of appreciation from the 
Hot Potato Queens. 

Arguably the ANA parade is the annual 
high point of the neighborhood associa- 
tion events. For the last few years our 
Parade Marshall, Sir Joe Reynolds, and 
Parade President Lady Donna Beth 
McCormick have joined forces to present 
the best parade and neighborhood party 
imaginable. From the stirring patriotic 
music to the wonderful snow cones and 
ice cream, this is an event for the whole 
family to enjoy. 

Plans for this year’s parade are already 
underway and we could use yout help to 


Allandale - Opportunity Knocks! 


Buyer Demand For Homes In Our Neighborhood Is At An Historically 
High Level This Spring, & Values Are Going Up In Response To The 
Current Increase In Demand. If You Are Planning To Sell This Year, 

You Definitely Want To Know, Month To Month, What Current Market 
Conditions Are, & How To Get The Best Price For Your Home. 


If You Have Considered Selling Your Property Soon, or Within 5 Years, 
Whether Your Home Is Close To Original Condition, In Need Of Repair 
& Renovation, Or Like New, You Can Find Out How To Achieve The 


Highest Value The Market Will Bear At The Time You Decide To Sell. 


In 2012, Our Clients Sold Their Homes For Over 99% Of List Price, In 
An Average Of Less Than 7 Days On The Market. You Can Do The Same! 


Selling A Home Is Not Guess Work, It’s A Science. Get The Facts. 


Get The Most From The Sale Of Your Property, Guaranteed. 


David Starry, Broker - Selling Allandale Homes Since 1981. 


David@RealVisionProperties.com 
Maximize Your Home’s Value and Sell It Fast! 


Get The Seven Secrets To Selling Your Home — Call Today. 


312.423.4000 
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make this the best parade ever. We will 
need individuals to assist with advance 
preparations, volunteers the day of the 
event, and folks to assist with wrap-up 


and clean-up. If you ate interested in 
contributing time and energy to this fun 
event please contact the event co-chairs 
by email. 


ANA Event Co-Chairs: 
Marlene Meador LMMeador1@sbeglobal. net 
Laura Slaughter Laura Slaughter(a) hotmail. 


com" 


Interview with Jon Etkins, Allandale Mailing List Moderator 


How long have you lived in Austin 
and in Allandale? 
Austin, 15 years; Allandale, 14. 


What do you like best about Allan- 
dale? 

I like that it's an established neighbor- 
hood in a gteat part of town, within easy 
reach of pretty much everything I need. 


What made you want to get more 
involved with the neighborhood 
association? 

I've been corresponding online since the 
days of FidoNet, and during that time I've 
managed and / or moderated quite a few 
forums and discussion lists. When the pre- 
vious Allandale moderator announced he 
was looking to retire a few years ago, it 
seemed like a good opportunity to give a 
little back to the neighborhood. 


If you had out of town guests come 
to visit, where would you take them? 

If they’re friends of mine, they’re 
probably in town for a motor race, so 
we'll be off to the Circuit of the Ameti- 
cas! If it’s their first time in Austin, we'll 
usually give them our “two-bob tout” 
which usually takes in downtown, the 360 
bridge, and a few other points of interest 
in between. 


What music are you listening to 
right now? 

Prog Rock and a bunch of Australian 
bands from the 70's and 80's. Early Gene- 
sis, early Tull, Roxy Music, Midnight Oil, 
Sebastian Hardy, Cold Chisel, Skyhooks, 
and many more that you've probably 
never heard of. 


What are you 
reading right 
now? 

The Adobe 
Lightroom 4 
Book 


/ 


What recent 
addition to 
Allandale are 
you most 
excited about? 


Jon Etkins, Allandale 
Mailing List Moderator 


It’s actually 
just across the road from Allandale, but 
I've enjoyed Pinthouse Pizza a few times 
now. 


What do you think is the biggest 
issue facing Allandale right now? 
The Burnet Rd corridor south of 2222. +% 
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à AUSTIN TELCO 


UR CCCERAUCREDITUNION. FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
512-302-5555 | 800-252-1310 | www.atfcu.org 


1 New Auto Loans 
as low as 


— PP to 60 Months 


Mobile Deposit is 
now available! 


“Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed 

. Actual rate may vary depending on 
credit qualifications. Rates and terms subject to 
change without notice. Federally Insured by NCUA 


79% 


i know allandale 


I live here. work here. | run here. | 
love to participate in our wonderful 
neighborhood. 


Contact me to find out about your 
neighborhood credit! 


Call Ruth E. Powers to get the true 
value of your home for a quick and 
efficient sale. 


realty/austin. 


Ruth E. Powers 
REALTORG, ABR, MBA 
512.964.3434 
ruth@realtyaustin.com 


www.RuthEPowers.com 
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Gullett Good News 


Stephanie Schulz 


Generous Gullett Community Makes 
April feel like a Holiday 

Christmas in April? It felt a little bit like it 
at Gullett Elementary School this past 
month. First, Mother Ginger, who appar- 
ently snuck away from the Nutcracker, visit- 
ed the school. Underneath that huge cos- 
tume was in fact Librarian Kay Gooch, liv- 
ing up to her 2013 BookSpring promise. If 
Gullett wins, she said, she’d do an encore 
performance of Mother Ginger on the 
school blacktop. 

The big news is that Gullett students did 
win, raising $38,000 to buy books for kids 
in Austin who can't afford them. This num- 
bet far exceeded ptevious years when win- 
ners (often Gullett, winning seven of the 
last eight yeats) have raised around $25,000. 
Through BookSpting's childhood literacy 
programs, children ages birth to 12 years, 
teen parents and parents of young children 
get books and reading education. 

“Ms. Gooch is hilarious,” said one parent 
in the audience. “How does she come up 
with these things?” 

The spitit of giving didn’t end with Book- 
Spring. The following day, Gullett parents 
and supporters donned their best 80s outfits 


make the move in 2013 


Chad Proctor, 


Austin’s Hottest Real Estate Company! 
Let me show you what all the buzz is 
about with no obligation. For a free 
Market Analysis on your Allandale 

Home or to receive free email updates 
of all Allandale listings as they hit the 
market, call 512.870.7292 or email 
chadproctor@realtyaustin.com today! 


Visit all Allandale area listings 
online at AllandaleLiving.com 


Chad Proctor 
REALTOR® 
chadproctor@realtyaustin.com 


REALTOR® and Allandale Resident 


and celebrated at the Gecko Gala. While the 
kids watched a movie in the cafeteria and 
played some outside games, parents were 
busy eating fabulous food from Craig O's, 
participating in the 80s sing-along by the 
Alamo Drafthouse and playing vintage video 
games provided by Game Plan. Best of all, 
the parents were bidding on items in Gul- 
lett's auction, the proceeds of which all went 
to the school. Many got great prizes — res- 
taurant gift cards from Eastside Café, Fonda 
San Miguel, Uchi and many mote; teacher 
playdates like gym time with Ms. Brauss, 
bowling with the fifth grade teachers, tech 
time with Ms. Southwell and even a basket- 
ball showdown with Mr. Butler and Mr. 
DeAtley. There were also entertainment 
prizes like movie tickets, guitar concerts and 
Toros’ games, and SO much more! Live auc- 
tion items included Naming your Own 
Pizza at CraigO's. To find out who won, 
readets will have to have dinner — and possi- 
bly the new pizza — at Craig O's. 

Kristin Knifton was in charge of the 
Gala, and gave a recap of the successful 
evening. “We truly have a wonderful, fun 
and generous community and that is what 
makes Gullett such a special place to learn 
and grow." 

Finally, our fifth graders joined together 
this year to put on the Burundi Bazaar in 

early April. Selling 


crafts and running games and hiring musi- 
cians, the fifth graders were raising money 
to ptovide clean watet to the citizens of the 
Songa region of Burundi. Gullett fifth grad- 
ers joined 35 other area school participating 
in A Legacy of Giving, partnering with 
Austin-based non-profit the Gazelle Foun- 
dation to leatn about, advocate and walk for 
clean water. Gecko fifth graders were part 
of 8,000 students across the city working to 
inform their 20,000 schoolmates, friends, 
family and community on how they can 
help. The Legacy of Living project culmi- 
nated on Saturday, April 27, with a 3.7-mile 
walk to celebrate raising the funds to bring 
clean water to Africa. The fifth graders will 
dedicate their related mosaic project on Sat- 
urday, May 18. 

'The Gullett Fine Arts Extravaganza was 
another fun event at the school. The all-day 
event featured many amazing works of art 
created by our students. There was music, 
food, arts and more as the festivities 
stretched into the evening; 

Gullett kids closed April and started May 
with screen-free week. During this week, 
students are challenged to put walk away 
from computers, turn off televisions and 
get outside and play. “I don't like screen- 
free week,” said a third grade boy, “but my 
mom really likes it so much that sometimes 
she plans more screen free days and weeks.” 


oeu uosi|e Aq ojoyd 


burnet e. 6th 


tim, drums and 

baseball player* 
shortcut, $21 

birds on burnet 


*students get $2 off with college ID jf 


5. congress 


RDS 


s. lamar Sisi & red river birdsbarbershop.com 


Guitar Lessons for Children 


e Experienced and dedicated teachers. 

e High-quality program designed for kids 5 and up. 
e Scheduled with you in mind. 
e Medical Parkway location! 


CHILDBLOOM 
452-8765 GUITAR PROGRAM 


www.austin.childbloom.com 


Gullett: Sporty, Green 

'The Geckos made mote than $1,000 on 
a one-day plant sale at the school in late 
March. Parents and neighbors flocked to 
the school to buy cucumbers, basil, squash 
tomatoes and more. The Green and 
Grounds Teams also gave seedlings to 
other schools so they could statt their own 
gardens. And, the Gecko Green Team 
helped make Sports Day more green by 
encouraging kids to bring their own water 
bottles and by offering healthy green snacks 
with little or no packaging. 

Speaking of Sports Day -- every Gecko 
Students' favorite day was celebrated just 
before Spring Break. Sports Days were lots 
of fun, and just a little bit wet for the older 
kids. Patti Brauss forged ahead despite the 
slightly wet weather. The result? Lots of 
happy, muddy, tired kids ready for a spring 
break! 


Easy Money 

Shop at Amazon.com and give back to 
Gullett at the same time! Parents and other 
interested patties can simply use Gullett's 
unique Amazon School Rewards link when 
shopping: bttp:/ / mmamason. 
com| ?tag=gulletgeckos-20 (Note only one “t” 
in “gullet”). The school earns 4-8 percent 
on all putchases made. 


Allandale is one of the most desirable areas in Austin. 
As a resident of this neighborhood for over 
50 years, | share the love and pride we have in our homes. 


Let me help you get top dollar for yours. 


REALTOR" 


512.289.6077 
terri@dianedopson.com 


This May at Gullett 

On May 7, Gullett will welcome next 
year’s incoming kindergartners. On this day, 
soon-to-be Geckos and their parents fill out 
the paperwork and get a sneak peak at kin- 
dergarten classrooms. During that same 
week, students will celebrate their teachers. 
May 6-10 is teacher appreciation week. Par- 
ents and neighbors were also invited to the 
school on May 7 to enjoy “It’s Easy Being 
Green,” a third-grade concert. This early 
week in May culminates with the Mother’s 
Day Picnic (bring your tissues) for kinder- 
garten mothers. 

Gecko students who like an academic 
challenge will compete in the UIL Academ- 
ic Meet on Saturday, May 18. The event will 
take place at Baldwin Elementary School. 


Good-By 2012-2013 School year 

There are a few happenings that mark 
the end of the year that the entire student 
body looks forward to. The Half-Price 
Book Fair is May 22-24, where all can get 
great deals on good reads. Geckos will 
show off their biggest talents at the Talent 
Shows on June 3 and 4, always an entertain- 
ing event. 

The fifth graders get some special treat- 
ment at the end of the year as well. They 
will have their dance on Friday, May 31 at 


6:00 p.m This is a special night for fifth 
graders only to celebrate their successes at 
Gullett as they prepare to venture out into 
middle school. The fifth grade promotion 
ceremony and picnic is the last day of 
school, June 5. 


Looking ahead: 

April 28-May 4: Screen-free week 

Friday, May 3, 8:00 a.m.: Principal’s chat on 
STAAR scores, budgets and staffing 

May 7: Kinder roundup 

May 6-10: Teacher appreciation week 

May 7, 7:00 p.m. Third grade performance, 
It’s Easy Being Green 

May 10: Kinder mothers day picnic 
Saturday, May 18: Dedication of fifth grade 
mosaic project; UIL May 18: UIL Academ- 
ic Meet, Baldwin Elementary 

May 21-23: Half-Price Book Fair 

Tuesday, May 21: Choir performance: 
Music across the decades 

Monday, May 27: Staff, student holiday 
Friday, May 31: Fifth grade dance 

June 3: Primary talent show 

June 4: Upper grades talent show 

June 5: Fifth grade promotion, last day of 
school and Gecko party at NW Pool. 

Aug, 26: First day of 2013-14 school year “ 


2211 Justin Ln 
Austin, TX 78757 


(512) 374-1110 


Mon-Fri: Sat-Sun: 
8am - 10pm 7am -10pm 


' www.thelaundryspot.com 
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SHERMAN & COMPANY, Realtors ` 
Austin * Kerrville 


LesShermanRealEstate.com 
Shermanco.com 
512-947-8333 or 830-257-7588 


SHERMAN & COMPANY, REALTORS® 
50 YEARS IN CENTRAL TEXAS 


Serving Central Texas Families 
Real Estate needs 


Les Sherman, Realtor®- 32 years in Austin, Texas 
Selling/Advising and Helping Austin area Families and 
Investors make good decisions in Real Estate 


21 years in Allandale! 


Loving being your neighbor 


A new company name on a familiar face 


Call for details on our exclusive listing package 
and neighborhood incentives. When Experience Matters, 
Get More with Les. 


Sherman & Company, Realtors® 
401 Congress Avenue, Ste. 1540, Austin, TX 78701 
512-947-8333 mobile, 512-687-3474 office 
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Community Announcements 


Mary Jane Winslow and Christine Staples 


Happy 95th! 


First Annual Shoal Creek 
Community Arts & Crafts 


& Flea Market Festival 
Memorial Day Weekend 

May 25 and 26, 10:00 a.m. to dusk 
Mary Arnett 


Oz Memorial Day Weekend, Satur- 
day May 25 and Sunday May 26, resi- 
dents of North Shoal Creek, Allandale, 
Wooten, Crestview and Brentwood are 
invited to participate in this first annual 
atts and crafts and flea market event 
hosted by our business neighbor, Shoal 
Crossing Event Center, conveniently 
located along the northbound MoPac 
access road just north of Steck. We will 
have tents up, so the event will happen 
rain or shine. There will also be a Plant 
and Book Swap area, fun for the kids, 
food and dtink, and lots to browse for 


Mar Winslow, on Silverleaf Drive, her neighbors, Chris and Christine Staples, the grownups. Stay tuned on the list-serv 


celebrated her 95th birthday and 50th on Thursday, April, 18. + 


year as an Allandale resident at the home of 


SIGN - UP FOR 


ART CAMPS Yao 
PROGRAMS AND 
WORKSHOPS 

` 


9 


for mote details. Plenty of parking and 
shady trees for a comfortable and fun day 
with your area neighbors. For more infot- 
mation, please contact Mary Arnett, 803- 
1540 or mossrock3209@yahoo.com. ** 


INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING? 


We have reasonable rates! Contact 
allandaleneighbor@gmail.com 
or 348-8247. 


ALLANDALE LAWN SERVICE 
$35 AVERAGE LOTS 
512-317-1397 
Allandaleservice@live.com 


RESIDENT WITH 8 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
BIG BEN offers quality & individual attention. 
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Allandale Neighborhood Association 


PO Box 10886 aaa 
Austin, TX 78766-1886 US. POSTAGE 


PAID 
EDDM RETAIL 


XXXXXXXXXXX HERE EC RWSS**** 


Postal Customer 
Austin, TX 


Celebrate Allandale: Love It. Protect It. 
'The Allandale Neighbothood Association (ANA) depends on Phone 


l l 
l l 
l l 
| your annual membership & patticipation to stay a strong local E-mail l 
| group. Help us represent your interests by getting involved. l 
l New O Renewal O Membership rates: L] $15 per household Q $7 senior rate — ! 
l l 
IN Please make checks payable to: ANA m PO Box 10886 m | 
I rene Austin, TX 78766-1886 m Or pay online at: wwmallandaleneighbor.com | 
ress 
l l 
L = — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — -  — — — -— — — — ai — — a ia — — — — — i — -— E 


mother's day out 


I ^" [we are building champions - 19 months to 4 years old] 


enrolling now | gtaustin.com 


church at 
gtaustin.com 
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